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Press Release / World Design Organization
Nominates the French-Moroccan designer Hicham Lahlou

The President of the World Design Organization / Icsid has just announced the nomination of Mr.
Hicham Lahlou as the "Community Liaison" official representative in Morocco for all his activities

abroad and in Africa for the benefit of Creation and design.

Icsid is an international non-governmental organization founded in 1957 to promote the industrial
design profession. Icsid has recently approved its new name "World Design Organization" which

will be fully deployed on its 60th anniversary in 2017.

lcsid defends innovation through design to create a better world by engaging more than 140
members of the organization to collaborate and develop international programs such as World
Design Capital®, World Design Talks, World Industrial Design Day, World Impact Prize and

Interdesign. The lIcsid has special consultative status with the United Nations. (Www.wdo.org).

Hicham Lahlou is currently one of the most dynamic and creative designers of the new generation,
and founder of many new ideas. Especially, the way he works to position his country the Kingdom
of Morocco as a new hub of design on the Continent of Africa, his initiatives in favor of promoting
African design have been very strongly distinguished with the creation in 2009 of the FEMADE /
Moroccan Federation of Design, then with Africa Design Award and Africa Design Days + Morocco
Design Week / Days and Awards.

He infused a new energy for the emergence of avant-garde initiatives, encouraging companies
and bringing its vision and advices to projects that can, through design, become examples, refe-

rences not only in the continent but also at the international level.

Mr. Hicham Lahlou will work closely with Mr. Gilles Rougon, an elected member of the Icsid Direc-
tors Board, to help identify opportunities for activating the design community in Morocco and
more widely in West Africa and North Africa, to make the Icsid's activities known to the key actors
in order to carry out concrete actions involving designers, companies, political decision-makers

and partners as far as possible.



